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BIG FAT QUIZ OF THE YEAR 2020 
 
THE YEAR OF THE PANDEMIC 
 
1. If 2020 is remembered for anything, it will be for the pandemic. On 1st January, the 
World Health Organization (WHO) put itself in emergency mode to deal with a potential outbreak 
of what proved to be the coronavirus, in Wuhan, China. But when did it say there was a 
pandemic? 
a. 30 January 
b. 24 February 
c. 11 March 
 
2. What is the name of the virus that causes Covid-19? 
a. SARS-CoV-2 
b. SARS-CoV-19 
c. H5N1 
d. SARS-2020 
 
3. Lexicographers noted how the coronavirus pandemic had transformed the use of English 
this year. But which of the following was declared "word of the year" by Collins dictionary? 
a. Furlough 
b. Lockdown 
c. Unprecedented  
 
4. Continuing on the subject of lexicography, there were many new words in the dictionary this 
year. What do the following mean? 
a.  Zoonosis –  
b. Fomite –  
c. Doomscrolling –  
d. Zumping –  
 
5. Days before the US confirmed its millionth coronavirus case, President Donald Trump had a 
moment of genius and suggested that scientists might research two new systems of 
treatment. What were they? 
 
 
 



THE UK 
 
6. In January, Prince Harry and Meghan Markle decided to leave their official royal duties and 
move to Canada. A term was coined to mark the event and added to the Collins Dictionary. What 
was it? 
 
7. The UK officially left the European Union on 31 January, a date both celebrated and 
mourned by people on both sides of the Channel. Symbolic changes included the 
reintroduction of blue passports and a newly minted 50p piece. But what was the latter's 
inscription? 
a. Peace, prosperity and friendship with all nations 
b. Through concord kingdoms flourish 
c. True am I to my country 
 
8. It was a complicated and sleepless month of April for UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson after 
he caught the coronavirus and spent three nights in intensive care. By the end of the month, 
he had a new-born baby, after his partner, Carrie Symonds, gave birth to a son. But what did 
they name the child? 
a. Beau Benedict Enthoven 
b. Wilfred Lawrie Nicholas 
c. Winston Leonard Spencer 
 
9. In September, a Caribbean nation announced its intention to remove the Queen as its head 
of state. But which nation said it wanted to become a republic? 
a. Antigua and Barbuda 
b. The Bahamas 
c. Barbados 
 
10. At the height of the Black Lives Matter protest, protesters around the world attacked 
statues, toppling them to the ground. In June, a statue was dumped in the harbour in Bristol. 
Who did it depict?  
a. Boris Johnson 
b. Edward Colston  
c. Margaret Thatcher 
d. Queen Victoria  
 
THE U.S. 
 
11. During his campaign for re-election, Donald Trump became very frustrated with this logo 

What does it come from and what does it mean?  
 
12. It was a dramatic year in US politics with Donald Trump being impeached for abuse of 
power in his attempt to manipulate the Ukraine in giving information on Joe Biden’s son. He 
was cleared eventually, but which Republican voted with the Democrats to convict him? 
a. Texas senator, Ted Cruz 
b. Maine senator, Susan Collins 
c. Utah senator, Mitt Romney  



 
 
13. It was a year of election campaigning in the US, Joe Biden (centre right) was the final 
Democratic Party candidate left in the race against Donald Trump in the US presidential 
election. But which of his opponents was the last to pull out of the contest? 
a. Elizabeth Warren (left) 
b. Bernie Sanders (centre left) 
c. Pete Buttigieg (right) 
 
14. Joe Biden was eventually declared winner of the US election, after projected results in the 
closest states took days to emerge. But victory in which state saw him cross the line to the 270 
electoral college votes needed to become president? 
a. Georgia 
b. Michigan 
c. Pennsylvania 
 
15. On a more tragic note, in which city was George Floyd killed in May, sparking the 
worldwide Black Lives Matter protests against police brutality and racism? 
a. Charlotte 
b. New York 
c. Indianapolis 
d. Minneapolis  
 
THE REST OF THE WORLD 
 
16. In September, American teacher Wesley Barnes, was arrested in Koh Chang, Thailand, charged 
with what offence?  
a. Impersonation of a police office, after he attended a fancy-dress party as the T-1000 cyborg from 
the Terminator movies.  
b. “Criminal defamation” after he left a negative review on TripAdvisor for a resort hotel.  
c. “Romantic Fraud”, after he lied to his former fiancée about his salary and career prospects.  
d. “Possession of arson equipment”, after he was found to have a liquid fuel lighter in his possession.  
 
17. How was a serious train crash avoided in Rotterdam in October 2020?  
a. A train crashing through a stop barrier came to rest on a conveniently placed sculpture of a whale.  
b. A train hit a car deliberately abandoned on the track, which prevented it from derailing.  
c. An engine fire was extinguished by convenient torrential rain. 
d. A runaway train was halted by a helicopter using a winch. 



18. The fashion weeks of the world were made complicated in 2020 by social distancing rules. 
What solution did fashion designer Moschino find in order to show his spring / summer collection 
in Milan at the end of September?  
 
19. Who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2020?  
a. Greta Thunberg 
b. The World Food Programme 
c. Donald Trump 
d. The World Health Organisation.  
 
SPORT 
 
20. 2020 was a complicated year for sports, football being no exception. In May, South Korean 
Football Club, FC Seoul was given a fine of $81,000 after a match. For what reason?  
 
21. Tennis also had its complicated moments. Do you recognize this person from a match during 
the U.S. Open? Why did she suddenly become famous? 

 
  
22. The lack of sport during the first lockdown was made more bearable for some with the 
broadcasting of the basketball documentary “The Last Dance” on Netflix. Following this, the 
value of memorabilia signed by its star, Michael Jordan, rocketed. But what sold for a 
record $560,000 (£420,000) in May? 
a. The ball from his final game 
b. Footwear 
c. A vest 
 
23. Which city had been due to host the Olympic Games in the summer of 2020? 
 
ENTERTAINMENT  
 
24. Along with sports events, many musical events were cancelled in 2020, including The 
Eurovision Song Contest, which was cancelled for the first time in its 64-year history. 
However, broadcasters united for a programme honouring the 41 entries, while a BBC poll 
judged the greatest song in Eurovision history. Which was it? 
a. “Rise Like a Phoenix” - Conchita Wurst (Austria, 2014) 
b. “Waterloo” - ABBA (Sweden, 1974) 
c. “L'oiseau et l'enfant” - Marie Myriam (France, 1977) 
d. “Making Your Mind Up”, - Bucks Fizz (United Kingdom, 1981) 
 



25. 2020 saw the death of cinema legend, Sean Connery. Before starring as James Bond and 
becoming one of the world’s best-known actors, he had a varied career. Which of the 
following is NOT a job that he previously had? 
a. Soldier 
b. Coffin polisher 
c. Milkman 
d. Nude model. 
 
26. Jonathan Pryce won Best Actor at this year’s Welsh Bafta Awards for Netflix’s film, “The Two 
Popes”, but which other Welsh acting icon did he act opposite? 
a. Michael Sheen 
b. Timothy Dalton  
c. Taron Egerton 
d. Anthony Hopkins  
 
BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY  
 
27. In January, a new logo for Space Force (here-below) was revealed by Donald Trump but people 
quickly began to note that it closely resembled another famous  insignia. What was the other 
insignia? 

 
 
 
28. It was a volatile year for stock markets, with share values plummeting amid lockdowns and 
fear of recession then rebounding with positive news of vaccines. But who, in May, wiped 
$14bn (£10.5bn) from his company's value with a tweet? 
a. Mike Ashley, of British retail's Frasers Group 
b. Elon Musk, of electric carmaker Tesla 
c. Willie Walsh, of British Airways owner IAG 
 
29. Social media queen Kim Kardashian turned 40 this year and was expecting something nice 
from her husband Kanye West. It’s not easy to find something for the woman who has everything 
but even so, she was delighted with Kanye’s present and described it as the most thoughtful thing 
she had ever received. What was it?  



30. What is X AE-12? 
a. The chemical formula for hydroxychloroquine. 
b. The title of Eminem’s first studio album in two years, released on January 17. 
c. The name of Elon Musk’s baby with his girlfriend, musician Grimes. 
 
THE EXTRA QUESTION concerns the wisdom of Donald Trump over the years. The question is: who 
said the following sentences  
a. He was a monster and he’s no longer a monster. He’s dead.  
Donald Trump or Batman?  
 
c. I think that gay marriage is something that should be between a man and a woman  
Donald Trump or Arnold Schwarzenegger?  
 
d. My favourite part of Pulp Fiction, is when Sam has his gun out in the diner, and he tells the guy to 
tell his girlfriend to shut up. “Tell that bitch to be cool. Say “bitch be cool.” I love those lines.    
Donald Trump or Charlie Sheen? 
 
e. How come the deeply troubled women- deeply, deeply troubled – they’re always the best in bed?  
Donald Trump or Jeff Bezos? 


